
 

TripAdvisor Reveals Nation's Thanksgiving Travel Plans

Survey Shows 36 Percent of U.S. Travelers Plan to Travel for Turkey Day, Up from 33 Percent Last Year

NEWTON, Mass., Nov. 17, 2010 /PRNewswire/ -- TripAdvisor®, the world's largest travel site*, today announced the results of 
its Thanksgiving travel survey of more than 1,000 U.S. travelers. Thirty-six percent of Americans plan to travel this 
Thanksgiving, up from 33 percent who traveled for the holiday last year. The majority of these travelers intend to drive to their 
destination (62 percent), while 33 percent plan to fly – down from 37 percent last year.  

To view the multimedia assets associated with this release, please click: http://multivu.prnewswire.com/mnr/tripadvisor/42934/ 
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Crossing Borders for the Holiday

● 72 percent will travel out of state for Thanksgiving, while 41 percent will travel more than 500 miles. 
● The most popular U.S. cities for Thanksgiving will be New York City, Orlando and Las Vegas.
● 12 percent will take international trips – down from 14 percent, one year ago.  
● 51 percent will stay with friends or relatives, while 30 percent plan to stay in a hotel and six percent will stay in a vacation 

rental.

Economy Not Impacting Appetite for Holiday Travel

● 68 percent said the economy has not impacted their Thanksgiving plans.
● 15 percent anticipate spending more money on Thanksgiving travel than last year, while 67 percent plan to spend the 

same, and 18 percent will spend less. 

Peak Travel Dates 

● Thursday, November 25 will be the busiest day for departures, with 35 percent planning to travel on Thanksgiving Day. A 
further 28 percent will depart on Wednesday, November 24.

● On the return leg, the busiest travel day will be Sunday, November 28, with 26 percent planning to travel home. Twenty-
four percent will travel on Monday, November 29.

● 30 percent of travelers will take extended time off from work over the holiday. 

Thanksgiving Travel Stress

● 28 percent of the survey participants confess that traveling around Thanksgiving always or often stresses them out. 
● The most stressful aspect of Thanksgiving travel is heavy traffic (27 percent), while crowded airports (19 percent) and 

bad weather (10 percent) also place a strain on travelers.
● Of those traveling, 19 percent feel under pressure to spend the holiday with friends or family this year, while 29 percent 

of travelers confess that they always or often feel this pressure. 

Top Thanksgiving Activities

According to the survey, the top activities people plan to take part in this Thanksgiving include:

1. Watching football or holiday movies – 50% 
2. Dining out on Thanksgiving Day – 21% 
3. Touring the destination –  19% 
4. Seeing a show – 10% 
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5. Attending or participating in a sporting event – 6% 

Travelers' Dream Thanksgiving Destinations

1. A tropical getaway – 33% 
2. Anywhere that loved ones reside – 26% 
3. A European destination – 19% 

"With more Americans planning to make a Thanksgiving pilgrimage than last year, travelers can expect the usual hustle and 
bustle for the holiday," said Karen Drake, senior director of communications for TripAdvisor. "Despite the stresses, travelers 
cite visiting family and friends as the top treat they are looking forward to this Thanksgiving."

About TripAdvisor

TripAdvisor® is the world's largest travel site, enabling travelers to plan and have the perfect trip. TripAdvisor offers trusted 
advice from real travelers and a wide variety of travel choices and planning features (including Flights search, TripAdvisor 
Mobile and TripAdvisor Trip Friends) with seamless links to booking tools.

TripAdvisor® Media Group, operated by TripAdvisor LLC, attracts more than 50 million unique monthly visitors* across 17 
popular travel brands**. TripAdvisor-branded sites make up the largest travel community in the world, with more than 40 million 
unique monthly visitors***, 20 million members, and over 40 million reviews and opinions. The sites operate in 25 countries 
worldwide****, including China under daodao.com. TripAdvisor also operates TripAdvisor for Business, a dedicated division that 
provides the tourism industry access to TripAdvisor's millions of monthly visitors. The division includes Business Listings, which 
allows hoteliers to connect directly to millions of researching travelers, and Vacation Rentals, which helps property managers 
and individual home owners list their properties and showcase hotel alternatives. 

TripAdvisor Media Group websites have been recognized as top travel resources in 2010 by Conde Nast Traveller, Good 
Housekeeping, TIME magazine and Travel + Leisure.

TripAdvisor and the sites comprising the TripAdvisor Media Group are operating companies of Expedia, Inc. (Nasdaq: EXPE). 

TripAdvisor and the TripAdvisor logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of TripAdvisor LLC in the U.S. and/or other 
countries. Other logos or product and company names mentioned herein may be the property of their respective owners.

©2010 TripAdvisor LLC.  All rights reserved. 

*Source: comScore Media Metrix for TripAdvisor Media Group Sites, Worldwide, August 2010

** In addition to TripAdvisor, The TripAdvisor Media Group of websites includes: www.airfarewatchdog.com, 
www.bookingbuddy.com, www.cruisecritic.com, www.familyvacationcritic.com, www.flipkey.com, www.holidaylettings.co.uk, 
www.holidaywatchdog.com, www.independenttraveler.com, www.onetime.com, www.seatguru.com, www.sniqueaway.com, 
www.smartertravel.com, www.travel-library.com, www.travelpod.com, www.virtualtourist.com and www.kuxun.cn. 

***Source: comScore Media Metrix for TripAdvisor Sites, Worldwide, August 2010

**** TripAdvisor sites operate in 25 countries worldwide: www.tripadvisor.com, www.tripadvisor.co.uk, www.tripadvisor.ca, 
www.tripadvisor.it, www.tripadvisor.es, www.tripadvisor.de, www.tripadvisor.fr, www.tripadvisor.jp, www.daodao.com, 
www.tripadvisor.in, www.tripadvisor.se, nl.tripadvisor.com, www.tripadvisor.com.br, www.tripadvisor.com.tr, www.tripadvisor.dk, 
www.tripadvisor.com.mx, www.tripadvisor.ie, www.tripadvisor.com.au, www.tripadvisor.com.sg, www.tripadvisor.co.kr, 
no.tripadvisor.com, pl.tripadvisor.com, th.tripadvisor.com, www.tripadvisor.ru and www.tripadvisor.com.gr/.  
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